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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Higgins. 

In regard to claim 2 and 2 Higgins discloses a device comprising a threaded elongated 
segment (7) connected to a modular bushing component (8) of an elastic component (9) and a 
carabiner (6) affixed to segment (7). 

In regard to claim 4 element 2 is considered as a rigid bar. 

In regard to claim 9, the segment (6) is considered as oblong. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Higgins in view of 
Cole et al. 

Higgins discloses the device of claim 3 substantially as claimed absent the feature of his 
device including a buckle having a threaded portion for receiving said threaded elongated 
segment. 

Cole et al teaches using a buckle having a threaded portion. 

Given the above teaching the examiner notes that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to connect the thread elongated portion of the threaded connector to 
flexible member through the use of a buckle having a threaded portion. 

Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rattray Jr. 
in view of Kuhl. 
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Rattray Jr. discloses a device comprising a threaded elongated portion (33) connectable to 
a threaded bore (36) of a resistive force supplying component of an exercise system and a 
carabineer portion (28). 

Rattray however does not disclose his device wherein the carabineer is spring loaded and 
has a grooved area as claimed. 

Kuhl however teaches providing a carabineer in conjunction with a spring member (171) 
and wherein the end of the curved portion includes a groove for repeiving an end portion of the 
movable arm. 

Given the above teaching of Kuhl the examiner notes that it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to include a spring loaded carabineer having a groove as claimed 
as a means to aide in positively locking a carabineer to a secondary object. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Higgins in 
view of Titus. 

Higgins discloses the device of claims 5 and 6 substantially as claimed absent the feature 
of the device including said second modular comprising rings attached to its limb engaging 
member. 

Titus discloses a device having a plurality of rings (7) which connect to a plurality of 
elastic members. 

Given the above teaching of Titus the examiner notes that it would have been obvious to . 
one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the device of Higgins with an alternate means of 
attaching the plurality of resilient members disclosed by Higgins in Fig. 3. 
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As to the ring members being metal the examiner considers metal as an obvious material 
of which to manufacture a handle member. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Note the multiple loops (6) of member (11) of Titus. 

Note the spring member (F) and threaded rod member b of Bilbrough. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerome Donnelly at 
telephone number (571) 272-4975. 



Jerome Donnelly 




